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Effects of Supplementary Lighting on Gerbera Cut
Flowers Harvested in Winter

Yoshihiko Kovama, Osamu Wabpa and Naoki Mix1

Summary

~ The effects of supplementary lighting on gerbera (Gerbera hybrida Hort.) cut flowers (culti-

var ‘Lambada’ ) were examined for the soilless cultures during autumn to early spring.

(1) There was supplementary lighting with a fluorescent lamp of the 3-band radiation type
for 8 h per day (4:00-8:00 and 16:00-20:00) from October to March. Light intensity at the
plant level was 3.6 g mol>m~2+s”! (PPFD). Length and weight of cut flowers subjected to
the supplementary lighting, and harvested in winter season (from January to February)
respectively increased by 17% and 42%. Flower diameter, number of cut flowers and lateral
shoots were not affected by the supplementary lighting.

{2) Changes in cut flowers were due to accelarated photosynthesis.
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