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Utlhzatlon of Lettuce Seedlings Refrlgerated in Plug
for Harvest in February and March

Hitoshi IWAT'A, Shoji Koeayasur and ;S'higey'ulkii TOKIEDA

Summary
Examination was made on the effects of difference in seeding time, nursmg term and period
of refrigeration on the growth and yield of lettuce. :

{1) Seeds were sown between Jul.24 and Oct.8 and satisfactory head formation was observed -
in those seeded between Aug.21 and Oct.2. : : v

Those seeded earlier resulted in higher development ratlo of floral stalk and malformed
head

(2) Nursmg term was set in the range between 26 days and 31 days Satlsfactory growth was
resulted from those seedhngs of longer nursing term. There was not a 31gn1f1cant difference
of the growth after transplanting among seedlings raised during this period. In case of lettuce
seeded earlier, less floral stalk development was observed on those of shorter nursing term.

(3) Regarding the period of 'ref'rigeration, when seedlings were placed under refrigeration for

.. less than 40 days, the number of leaves as well as the weight of roots increased and the
quality of seedlings was improved.

However, when seedlings were left refrlgerated for over 2 month, the number of leaves
decreased and the quality of seedlings was lowered.

(4) In case of lettuce cultivation for February and March harvesting,use of seedhngs ralsed
under refrigeration enabled similar or higher productivity as compared with the conventional
cultivation. :

Seedlings raised under refrigeration were prepared as follows:
“Sowing time: Late August and early October
. Nursing term: About 4weeks
- Period of refrigeration: Within 40 days
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