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Optimal Seeding Period and Stable Production Methods for the Azuki Bean
Variety ‘'Mikata dainagon’ in Mikata-Gun

Tomio SAWADA, Taka-aki IKEDA

Summary
The Mikata district of Hyogo Prefecture is one of the areas that is traditionally associated with dainagon azuki
production. However, no standard azuki cultivation methods have been established in this district because of the
various geographical and climatic conditions found in the area.
(1) By examining the lodging degree and yield, it was confirmed that the optimal period for azuki seeding is from
July 20 to July 30, regardless of the altitude.
(2) Pinching the plants off at the 5th leaf was effective at controlling stem growth.
(3) The reduction in yield caused by late seeding could be partly ameliorated by increasing the plant density to 2.5
times the standard value.
(4) The application of a phosphonic acid fertilizer (lg/plant) was effective at increasing the number of pods

and yield.
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