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Effect of Molt-diet and Water Suppiy on Egg Production in
the First and Second Forced Moltings

Kuninori Fusinaka, Osamu WATANABE and Ken TaTsupa

Summary
To evaluate the effect of water supply during fasting and molt-diet on laying performance,
White Leghorn hens of two commercial lines were induced to molt by fasting twice at 60 and
98 weeks of age and were fed up to 135 weeks of age. Two methods of water supply, suspending
water supply for two days at beginning of fasting or continuing water supply during fasting
were compared. Three methods of feeding molt-diets, feeding layer diet just after fasting or
feeding cracked corn with 2 % fish meal for two or four weeks, then feeding layer diet were
compared. .
(1) Hens fed a layer diet earlier got more feed then returned to laying sooner. As a result,
hens fed a layer diet just after fasting yielded most profit throughout all feeding periods.
(2) Hens fed cracked corn for two weeks produced 2.10 9% and 5.22 9§ cracked eggs in the first
“and second moltings respectively, both were more than other treatments.

{8) Hens fed cracked corn for four weeks produced less cracked eggs after the middle period
of production.

(4) Rate of death and egg quality were not influenced by molt-diet.

(5) Hens supplied a water during fasting produced about 0.5% lower cracked eggs and ylelded
0.04 to 0.07 more yen per day per bird.

(8) It was considered that the adequate rearing periods were 36 weeks and 28 weeks in the
first and second moltings respectively.
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