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Effect of Feeding Medium Chain Triglycerides on
Reproduction in Primipara Pigs

Eiji Iwamoro, Osamu SHIDARA and Masaru TOMINAGA

Summary

Energy intake, growth performance of suckling piglets and sows and return of estrus were
studied in primiparous pig $ fed Medium Cham Triglycerides (MCT) and Long Chain Trigly-
cerides (1L.CT).

(1) Feed intake was 200g day less in the MCT group than in the other groups. Energy intake
was 1.14 Mcal“day and 0.56 Mcal,”day more in the LCT and MCT groups than in the cont-
rol group, respectively.

(2) The body weight at weaning decreased 9.7, 6.1 and 10.2% of that at parturition in the
control, MCT and LCT groups, respectively. In the MCT group loss of body weight was
‘least among the present experimental groups. Body weight decreased until 14 days after
parturition and then was rather constant after this point in the MCT group.In the other
groups, however, body weight linearly decreased throughout the nursing period.

(3) Decreasing pattern of backfat thickness was similar to that of body weight in all groups.

(4} The mean weights of piglets at Weanmg in the experimental groups were about 1 kg larger
than that in the control.

{5) Periods of return of estrus in the MCT and LCT group were shorter than the control group.
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