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Laying Performance and Egg Shell Quality
of Laying Hens Fed Oyster Shell and Calcium Phosphate

Kuninori Fusinaka and Ken Tatsupa

Summary
The title parameters were compared for 544 White Leghorn laying hens at 20 to 80 weeks of
age that had hatched in August and fed commercial layer diet supplemented oyster shell and
calcium phosphate in various amounts and periods.

(1) Feed consumption, egg production, egg weight and revenue were essentially the same for

all amounts and periods.

(2) The incidence of cracked and shell-less eggs in peak production was very little influenced
by oyster shell supplementation, except slightly for 2 to 4% supplementation.

(3) In the case of much egg production after 60 weeks of age, cracked and shell-less eggs were
decreased either by continuous supplementation of oyster shell after 20 weeks of age or
enough supplememtation of oyster shell before 52 weeks of age.
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