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Effects of Oyster Shell Supplementation on Laying Performance and Egg Shell Quality of Four
' Commercial White Leghorn Strains

Kuninori Furmvaka, Ken TaTsupa and Toshinobu YaMAsAKI

Summary

Laying performance and egg shell quality were compared in four lines of 894 White Leghom laying hens at 20

weeks of age that had hatched in May and fed a commercial layer diet supplemented with 2% oyster shell to 80

weeks of age.

(1) Feed conversion of each line was larger and income of each line was decreased with oyster shell

supplementation.

(2) Incidence of cracked and shell-less eggs was not affected by oyster shell supplementation or hen lines.

(3) Egg shell strength at 44 weeks of age in each line tended to be stronger with 2% oyster shell supplementation.

(4) Response to oyster shell supplementation of each line was similar in egg laying performance and egg shell

quality.
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