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The Effects of Dry Herbs on Production and Flavor of
Milk from Cows

Osamu TaxaTa, Kazumi SASAKURA and Etsuji HAxoaGr

Summary

Two experiments were conducted to study the effects of dry herbs on feed intake, milk yield,
composition and flavor. In the preliminary experiment, we selected four types of herb
(Cymbopogon citratus, Mentha X piperita, Origanum vulgara and Ocimum basilicum) for
the following reasons : 1) easy to produce, 2) palatability to cows, 3) transferability of some
ingredients to milk and 4) circulation of dry products. .

In each experiment, 4 cows were used in a 4 X4 Latin square. In Exp.1, four cows were fed
general feed without herbs (control), control and lkg dry Cymbopogon citratus, Mentha X
piperita, or Origamum vulgara. In Exp.2, Origamum vulgara was replaced by Ocimem
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basilicum.

(1) The feed intake of herbs was a little inferior to general feed.

(2) There was no significant difference in milk yield or compositions.

(3) When the names of the herbs were labeled, more panelists preferred the herb flavored
milk to the control, probably because of the good image of herbs.
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