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Effects of Dietary Bermudagrass on Growth and
Meat Quality in Japanese Black Steers

Takashi GosaiMA, Katsuaki HAasHIDA, Shoji NacaTa and Akio Oka

Summary

The effects of bermudagrass on growth and beef quality of Japanese Black steers were
1nvest1gated Eight steers, which were 12 months old, were divided into two groups : a
bermudagrass group (B) and a rice straw group (R). The B and R groups were fed
bermudagrass and rice straw as roughage respectively.

(1) There were no s1gn1flcant differences in body weight and average daily gain between B

and R.

(2) The ruminal ammonia concentration and propionate proportion in B were significantly

higher than those in R at the early stage.

(3) The plasma 'concentrations of GOT and 7 - GTP tended to be higher in B than in R.

{(4) There weré no significant differences in carcass weights, longissimus muscle  areas,
marbling, color, rib thickness nor subcutaneous fat. thickness between the two groups.

(5) These results suggest that bermudagrass can be fed to the fattening cattle of the
Japanese Black breed instead of rice straw. But the 8- carotin concentration of bermudagrass
and the fiber concentration of feed must be checked when bermudagrass is fed to fattening

cattle. -
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