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Development of a Device for Diagnosis of Milking Machine Performance

by Measuring Claw Vacuum

Etsuji YAMAGUCHI, Kentarou IKUTA, Hideki NAGAI, Daisuke KUNITOU, Hirokazu OOKAWA
and Tsukasa MIURA

Summary
The object of this study was to develop a device for the diagnosis of milking machine
performance by measuring claw vacuum.

(1) This device is composed chiefly of three parts, namely, equipment for adjusting the
flow rate, for simulating a teat and a paperless recorder.

(2) Tests performed using a milking flow simulator with this device showed that it had
sufficient accuracy for measuring the influence of liquid flow rate (usually water)
on average claw vacuum.

(3) By using various settings, such as vacuum and accessory equipment connection, it was

confirmed that the claw vacuum is affected by the milking system conditions.
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