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Effects of Cashew Nut Shell Liquid and Increase in Concentrate during Early
Fattening Period on Growth, Carcass Characteristics in Japanese Black Steers

Eiji IWAMOTOa And Emi YOSHIDA

Summary
We investigated the effects of feeding with cashew nut shell liquid (CNSL) and an increase in concentrated feed
during early the fattening period on growth and carcass characteristics in Japanese Black steers. Twenty 9-month-old
Japanese Black steers were divided into 4 groups (5 steers each): control (Group 1), CNSL (50g/day) at 9-14 months

of age (Group 2), CNSL (50g/day) at 9-30 months of age (Group 3), and 500g increases in concentration during 9-10
months of age (Group 4).
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(1) The concentrate intake was significantly higher in Group 4 than in the other groups. There was no significant

difference in roughage intake among the groups.

(2) The body weight at 30 months of age and the carcass weight were significantly greater in Group 4 than in Group

1, and slightly greater in Group 4 than Groups 2 and 3.

(3) There was no significant difference in marbling score among the groups.

(4) The incidence of liver dysfunction was slightly lower in Groups 2 and 3 than in Groups 1 and 4. There was no

liver disease in Groups 2 and 3 at slaughter.

These results suggest that CNSL may prevent liver diseases, and does not affect growth and carcass characteristics

in Japanese Black steers, and that increases in concentration during the early fattening period may improve body

weight gain.
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