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We investigated the effects of the fattening index, (body weight/withers height) x 100, at the
beginning of the fattening phase on growth and carcass characteristics of Japanese Black steers.
Eight 10-month-old Japanese Black steers were divided into 2 groups: control group (fattening
index of less than 250) or obese group (fattening index of more than 250)

(1) The concentrate intake tended to be lower in the obese group than in the control group
during the middle fattening period. The roughage intake tended to be lower in the obese group than
in the control group during the early and middle fattening period.

(2) The body weight of the obese group was greater than that of the control group at the age of
10 months. However, the average daily gain during the early fattening period was greater in the
control group than the obese group. The carcass weights were similar between the two groups.

(3) Kime (an evaluation index of carcass quality) was significantly higher in the control group
than in the obese group. The beef color score was significantly darker in the obese group than in the
control group. The marbling score tended to be lower in the obese group than in the control group.
The carcass price was significantly lower in the obese group than in the control group.

These results suggest that calf obesity results in decrease of body weight gain during the
fattening period and carcass quality of Japanese Black steers.

Key Words : Japanese Black steers, growing period, obese, fattening index, carcass characteristics



