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Influence of Different Feeding Methods of Milk Replacer on Growth in Japanese
Black Calves during the Nursing Period

Mitsuhiro SAKASE, Emi YOSHIDA, Takayuki AKIYAMA, Fumiyuki IWAKT and Moriyuki FUKUSHIMA

Summary
We investigated the effecis of different feeding methods of milk replacer on growth in
Japanese Black calves during the nursing period. Fourteen 8-week-old Japanese Black male
calves were assigned randomly to three groups, which differed in the feeding methods of milk
replacer (1w group: the amount of milk was reduced continuously during 8-9 weeks of age,
2w group: reduced during 8-10 weeks of age, 4w group: reduced during 8-12 weeks of age).
The calves were fed calf starter pellets and roughage in addition to milk replacer and
underwent the experiment until 14 weecks of age.
(1) Increases of body weight, chest girth and abdominal girth were greater in the 4w group
than in the Iw and 2w groups.
(2) The average daily gain was signilicantly greater in the 4w group than in the lw group.
(3) Intakes of roughage and TDN were significantly higher in the 4w group than in the other
groups.

(4) There was no significant difference in fecal score among the three groups.
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These results suggested that a feeding method of continuously reducing milk replacer during

8-12 weeks of age improves growth in Japanese Black calves during the nursing period.
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